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WomensTrust Names New ED,
Ghana Board

WT Executive Director Jeanie M. Barnett
with friends in Ghana.

WITH A FIRM COMMITMENT TO continue building 
on 10 years of empowering disadvantaged 
women and girls in Ghana, WomensTrust is 
pleased to announce the appointment of Jeanie 
M. Barnett as Executive Director of the organiza-
tion. 

A former member of the US Board with expertise 
in non-pro�t communications, Jeanie will 
collaborate with our sta� and boards in both the 
US and Ghana to expand our programs to 
disadvantaged women and girls throughout the 
country. 

In August, WomensTrust also welcomed four 
highly accomplished professionals in education, 
health, human resources and �nancial services as 
members of our new Ghana Board. 

Visit our website to meet our new Ghana Board 
members!  

New Ghana Board member,  
Dr. Nana Apt (r) with WT's Margie Herrick in Accra. 

A microloan from WomensTrust allows small traders 
like Mercy Adu-Okyere, an egg seller in Nsawam, to 
o�er a broader range of products to her customers. 
Mercy used her loan to add personal care items to 
her inventory which has signi�cantly increased her 
sales and income.

To Our Friends,
It's been a challenging year for the women and girls we 
serve in Ghana. 2013  has seen escalating in�ation and 
continual price hikes on essential goods and services, 
hitting society's most vulnerable--poor women and their 
children --the hardest. 

That is why the mission of WomensTrust is even more 
relevant today. It is often said -- and numerous studies 
show -- that when you provide a woman with just a little 
capital, she will use it to better support her family. And 
when you educate a girl, you educate a nation. 

We're proud to continue buidling on WomensTrust's 
accomplishments of the past 10 years in Ghana, and to 
share with you our latest news about our clients and sta�. 

Thank you for sharing our vision, to empower women and 
girls with tools they can use to break the cycle of poverty 
and build a better world.  

WomensTrust

Scholarship Girls Head Back to School

Client Pro�le 
It's All About the Beads!

Featured on Global Giving
Women Doing Business with Women

WE LOVE THE SMART, spangy styles at Golda's 
Bead Shop in Pokuase. 

A client in our Entrepreneur's Club, Golda 
(above) has been steadily building her jewelry 
business over the last two years with a series of 
loans from WomensTrust. Golda has used her 
loan capital to move her home-based business 
to a free-standing studio in town where 
customers can also shop for her ready-made 
necklaces, bracelets and beaded purses. Golda 
also creates custom orders and especially enjoys 
designing for weddings and other special 
occasions. 

Pictured here are just a few creations that 
caught our eye on a recent visit to Golda's 
studio.  

Notebook in hand, Patience is all smiles as she and her 
classmates meet up for their �rst day of school in 

Pokuase in September. She is one of 187 girls 
continuing their educations this school year, thanks to 

scholarships from WomensTrust.

GATHERING UP THEIR NOTEBOOKS, school uniforms, 
pens and pencils, 187 disadvantaged girls have started 
school in Pokuase, Ghana this September, thanks to 
scholarships provided to them through Women-
sTrust's  "Keep Girls in School" program. Thanks to the 
generosity of our donors, we are able to o�er 
scholarships to more than 35 additional students this 
year!
Our after-school 
computer lab also 
marks its third 
year. Taught by 
WomensTrust 
computer 
instructor 
Dominic Osei, the 
class was made 
possible after a 
generous donor 
provided 
WomensTrust 
with 20 laptop 
computers in 
2009. Since then, 
nearly 200 girls 
have attended 
the lab, with 60 
currently 
enrolled.
"The girls are the highest scorers in their schools 
because they have the opportunity to practice with 
the computer and that has made them special 
among their peers since their schools don't have 
computer labs," says Dominic, who teaches the lab 
three days a week to groups of 20 girls each. 

Dominic would like to expand the lab and include a 
weekly session for younger students--but, he 
explains, "we've had to hold o� on the girls in lower 
primary because our current classroom is too small 
and we need more computers to teach every girl 
well."

Christiana and Abigail (with sta� members 
Dominic and Eric at our o�ce in Pokuase) are 
starting their �nal year of high school, thanks 
to scholarships from WomensTrust. 

Our loan clients like Nadiyatu (c) and Habibatu (r), 
make a point of purchasing from other women in 
our microloan program. Read  our latest report on 
globalgiving.org

WomensTrust is a 501(c)3 not-for-pro�t organization 
whose mission is to empower women and girls in 

Ghana through micro�nance, education and access to 
health care, and to inspire others to do the same 

elsewhere. 

Founded in 2003, WomensTrust has provided more 
than 2,300 loans to low-income women to promote 

self-sustaining enterprises and employment opportu-
nities. We also provide access to education to 

disadvantaged girls in Ghana through our "Keep Girls 
in School" scholarship program and have awarded 
more than 800 scholarships to date. WomensTrust 

provides health insurance through Ghana's National 
Health Insurance program to our clients and their 

families.   

WomensTrust is supported by the generosity of 
individual donors and private foundations. Please visit 

our website to learn more. 

www.womenstrust.org


