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The AWE Journal

AWE at UNCSW 

Our most important work of the year is the AWE 
Program at the UNCSW, United Nations Commission 
on the Status of Women.  Every year thousands of 
women representing NGOs gather to attend events 
created to educate all of us on issues facing women 
globally, and to strategize on how to bring home lessons 
learned. This year, the priority theme was the 
empowerment of rural women and their role in 
poverty and hunger eradication, development and 
current challenges.

The AWE program had rural women joining us from 
different parts of the US and Africa to explore the nature 
of partnership between African and American women. 
We had 40 guests for the first week from February 24 to 
March 3 along with a hosting team of 16 regional New 
York AWE members. Nineteen of the 40 came for the 
first time. Altogether we represented 12 dioceses of the 
Episcopal Church and four Anglican dioceses in Africa, 
in Ghana, Malawi, Rwanda and Sudan.

Anglican Women's Empowerment

invites you to hear about issues of
violence against women in Haiti and 

what the church is doing about it

Wednesday, May 16 
11:00 am speaker
12:00 noon lunch

The Rev. Dr. Rosemari G. Sullivan
Special Assistant and Coordinator,
Haiti Long Term Recovery Project

The Episcopal Church

Episcopal Church Center 
815 Second Ave., between 43rd St. & 44th St.

 $20 cost - RSVP required for lunch  
awetoday@gmail.com

Widening the Circle for Gender Justice and Women’s Empowerment 
~ Advocating for Women’s Rights  ~ Igniting the Passion for Gender Justice

~ Building Coalition for Change in the Church  ~  Connecting Women to the Global Women’s Movement

AWE Participants Reflect on 
their Journeys during 2012 
UNCSW

Excerpts from the 
thoughts and comments 
of participants through 
out the newsletter

Article  by Rosemari Sullivan

Can the Christian Church 
Build Trust in the World of 
Hurt and Sorrow Created 
by Gender-Based 
Violence?
!
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News Around 
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“Confronting Modern 
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Reflections on UNCSW
Throughout this issue are reflections from 20 of our 
attendees.  Due to space constraints, we were forced to 
edit and use excerpts from their comments. 

From Rosemary Williams - AWE Board Member

Since 2002 I have attended the CSW. This year was 
different.  The atmosphere shifted from one of 
discouragement and disappointment to hope and 
possibility. I heard vibrant conversations about future 
plans rather than a recounting of problems experienced.  
The problems were still there but we women were 
finding our way forward and creating solutions.

Hope was in the air. Success stories were shared and 
new collaborations were formed. What was different? 
Was it the focus on rural women? Was it the women 
themselves? These women have their ear to the ground, 
their feet on the ground and make their living from the 
ground.

On International Woman’s Day, we listened to the 
following announcement at the United Nations. “The 

President of the UN General Assembly, 
H.E. Mr. Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser and 
the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations H.E. Mr. Ban Ki-moon would like 
to jointly propose the convening of a Global 
Conference on Women by the United 
Nations in 2015, twenty years after the last 

women’s summit in Beijing.”

This statement offers great encouragement and energy to 
the vision held by Jean Shinoda Bolen of creating a Fifth 
World Women’s Conference in 2015.  Many of us wore 
5WCW buttons next to our AWE buttons. The path is 
being forged towards a Fifth World Woman’s 
Conference.

From Nellie Adkins - U.S. 
My New York trip to join my sisters of AWE, as part of 
the UN Forum for NGO's CSW, was a special event 
indeed. This year our Native Women had the honor of 
presenting a panel discussion focusing on Manifest 
Destiny, Ongoing Colonialism, and its impact today on 
our Indian People. We were delighted to be able to share 
our thoughts with a greater audience of concerned 
women gathered at this UN conference.
 

Our AWE events and workshops were of the greatest 
benefit to me personally and our times together were the 
most special to me. Last year I felt that in the confusion 
of getting to know the routines of the greater conference 
that I did not truly get to appreciate or totally experience 
the AWE opportunities, but this year was an entirely 
different story. Under the directorship of Kim Robey, I 
sensed a call to excellence as an Anglican Woman and 
feel that this year was a turning point for me. I can only 
anticipate future grounding for me personally as I 
hopefully return to share, participate, and be fed more 
'meat' from the AWE Table. No Anglican Woman in her 
right mind should miss an event of this nature in which 
to grow and participate. It is truly an excellent feast!

From Gertrude Ankrah - Ghana

Being born a woman from a rural village already puts a 
lot of obstacles in your path.  My panel called 
“Empowered Rural Women Shout Out!” certainly 
empowered me.  However, the parallel events held so 
much information I could not believe I was hearing.  
One side event, put on by the Pathway of Women 
Empowerment, summed it up for me, that women’s 
empowerment is a journey and not a destination.  

In sum, our week together was pervaded by a sense of a 
global connection because we are women with a shared 
commitment to supporting one another to create a better 
world. From our first evening together at the AWE 
opening to our closing dinner, we connected in spite of our 
varied lives.  We mourned over the terrible experiences of 
our sisters, but most importantly, we gave each other hope. 
Despite sometimes enormous differences between us, our 
sisterhood is a powerful force. It’s fantastic to be a small 
part of this movement.! ! ! Kitt Abad

Ann Smith, Jennie Ashlock, Marge Christie

Mary Fanelli


Mary Fanelli
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Some of the most precious moments were coming face to 
face and interacting with personalities like Ambassador 
Susan Rice, Melanne Verveer, Ambassador at Large for 
global women’s issues, Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
Leymah Gbowee (and having my picture taken with 
her), Pan-African Women Parliamentarians’ President 
Gertrude Mogela (she’s also called “Gertrude” and looks 
just like me).

This has refueled me to work like never before in 
solidarity with other rural women for equal space under 
the universe.  I will take this opportunity to thanking the 
Anglican Women’s Empowerment – and all its sponsors 
and supporters – for putting the spotlight on me, to 
make the dream of this rural woman come true.  I urge 
AWE and its supporters to strive to support more rural 
women in our fight for social justice.   Stay blessed. 

From Sam Elie - Girl Participant
Having the amazing opportunities to go out of my small 
corner of the world and especially to attend the 
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) has opened 

my eyes wider. ..the spectrum of wisdom and ignorance 
has only broadened my horizon of awareness. In a 
conference against sexual orientation discrimination, one 
of the statistics that was given is as follows: 
“In Sri Lanka in the year 2011, this past year, over one-
million gays and transgender [or even members of 
society that can even lightly be perceived as anything 
but heterosexual] individuals are subject to violence. 
This is done by the general public yes, but the majority 
of the violence is done by family members and members 
of the victims close community.” 
This fact blew me away. I knew that to the majority of 
the world heterosexual orientation was the only 
acceptable school of sexual thought, but I hate that it is 
carried out on another by family..it is not a thing to be 
swallowed easily. 

From Jennie Ashlock - U.S.

My working idea is to create a discussion series at a local 
café, owned and operated by a woman entrepreneur, 
about my experience at UNCSW...  I’ve also been invited 
to present at an annual conference on gender issues at 
Western Carolina University.  The theme this year is 
Women and Poverty, which compliments the UN CSW 
theme on rural women.   I am not in a position to 
identify local women’s needs.  I am empowered through 
attending UN CSW, however, to follow the lead of the 

I wasn’t aware of the ability I have right now, at my age, 
to be working for change.  To meet with these girls (and 
some boys), to write statements to the UN, to add “girls” 
to United Nations documents - all of this will pay off in 
time, and now I can say I was a part of it.  All, thanks of 
course to AWE.  Thank you AWE for this amazing 
opportunity!

                                                              Avery Loveridge 
! ! ! ! ! Girl Participant

As a rural woman of Central Appalachia, it was not the new 
or the different or the excess that kept drawing me in and 
warming my spirit.  It was instead the repeated reminders of 
the sisterhood of commonality across the globe.

It was not until we rural sisters began to share our stories that 
we then realized how much we shared in common and how 
little we found to be the same with our urban sisters, as they 
struggled to better understand our lives and lifestyles. And 
these wonderful sisters and brothers listened ...to hear our 
stories and learn more. 

! ! ! ! ! Theresa Brion - U.S.

Avery Loveridge and Sam Elie

(in back) Grace Mazala, Lillian Clement, Kelly Bean, Kim Robey, Yasinta Mtambo
(in front) Gertrude Ankrah

Mary Fanelli


Mary Fanelli
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American and African women working in partnership, 
which simply requires me to invite women to share their 
stories.  From this age-old tradition of coming together to 
share our collective needs and desires, the solutions and 
the leaders to carry them forth will naturally arise.  Amen.

From Kim Robey - Executive Director

In addition to the reflections written by our participants 
in the program this year, we will also be producing an 
educational resource entitled "Anglican Women in 
Solidarity; Partnerships Among Rural Women" which 
will be available to download from our website in the fall.  
Jennie Ashlock conducted extensive interviews with 
participants during our program and many of our 
international guests participated in NGO panels which 
were taped and transcribed.  This material will all be part 
of our new resource which we hope can be used by 
women all over the world to help build stronger 
connections in order to accomplish actions which can 
improve the lives of grassroots women.

UNCSW 2013

The fifty-seventh session of the Commission on the Status 
of Women will take place at the United Nations 
Headquarters in New York from March 4 to 15, 2013.   The 
2013 session will focus on the following key areas: 

•      Priority Theme: Elimination and prevention of all 
forms of violence against women and girls                               

•     Review Theme: The equal sharing of responsibilities 
between women and men, including caregiving in the 
context of HIV/AIDS

Interview with Laura Russell 

This month, we interviewed Laura Russell, board member of 
AWE and one of the three panelists on this month’s event on the 
prosecution of sex traffickers at Marymount College on April 
24 entitled “Confronting Modern Slavery”   Laura has been an 
active member of AWE for 4 years and represented AWE last 
year at the Episcopal Church mission conference, Everyone 
Everywhere 2012, where her presentation was focused on 
human trafficking.   Laura is Supervising Attorney of Family 
Law/Domestic Violence Unit of the Bronx Neighborhood Office 
and the Harlem Community Law Office of The Legal Aid 
Society, also Co-Supervising Attorney of the City Wide Family/
Domestic Violence Unit.                             (continued on page 6)
" " " "        

“We never know where these relationships will take us!  
AWE has introduced so many of us to one another.  I am 
eternally grateful for that.  My hope is that witnessing 
these powerful women acting in so many small and 
large ways and the new connections made will lead me 
and inspire me to new, focused, affirmative action with 
women and girls.”
! ! ! Jane Appleyard Roel - U.S.

What  was lacking from a majority of the presentations 
was the monitoring and evaluation aspect of women’s 
empowerment; if there is weak M&E can the changes 
really be tracked and are they actually evidence based?
Another possibly unexpected aspect was the feeling that a 
lot of the organizations presented in a way that felt as 
though they were competing with others. This was 
supposed to be an event for open sharing.                                

    Grace Mazala - Zambia

Danielle Tirello and Grace Mazala

 Panel of “Success Stories from African Rural Women in the Field” parallel event

http://www.unwomen.org/csw/csw57
http://www.unwomen.org/csw/csw57
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More Excerpts from UNCSW Reflections 

Debra Morris Smith - U.S. 

The nine deep water wells the 
Diocese of Missouri has funded 
have reduced women's work in 
Lui Diocese (Sudan) by 
shortening the distance they 

have to go to collect water and the time they have to 
spend collecting it, and have lightened their loads by 
improving children's health as well. We've directly 
funded adult education projects that serve mostly 
women as well as a primary school that employs some 
women and may help girls attend school.  We sent a 
woman to an agriculture course and administered an 
ECW grant for a Mothers' Union chicken house and a 
UTO grant for a Mothers' Union grinding mill. All these 
projects leave women more time and energy to pursue 
both education and income-generating projects.

Kelly Bean - U.S./Rwanda

At the CSW events I appreciated 
talking with other women who 
are seeking new ways to 
introduce micro-finance to the 
communities they serve. I was pleased to make contact 
with a number of individuals and organizations doing 
good work in Rwanda who have interest in 
collaboration or in sharing educational material. I made 
a new friend in Lillian from S. Sudan.  I learned about a 
variety of training materials for permaculture farming 
and literacy initiatives. Because of these connections and 
this new information I will be better able to help African 
Road move forward for the benefit of the 250 women 
and children we partner with in Rwanda. 

Priscilla Jeffrey - U.S. 

Leymah Gbowee’s words - “We need to 
take off our high heels and get out of 
the fancy offices and go back to doing 
grass roots work” set the tone for me.  
She said that the only way to be 
effective in our work to improve the 
lives of rural women and their families 
is to be in the field with the people you 
are trying to empower and engaging them to be in 
control of their own future.

I also heard over and over that communities of rural 
women are where change has to start. The bottom up 
approach to positive change must begin with the people 
who are the most disenfranchised. Then slowly through 
a variety of ways, gender equality, political 
representation, access to land ownership and capital, 
will result in women being part of the solution that 
affects their lives.

Yasinta Mtambo - Malawi

From the lessons and experience  
I learnt from the conference, the 
following activities will be put in 
place:   1.) The Mothers’ Union 
group to form a Social welfare 

Committee – this will look into the social welfare of 
women and girls and be able to come up with a project 
on Violence against women and girls in preparation for 
2013 UNCSW Conference, and 2.) To organize a 
conference for Anglican women key leaders in the 
central Province of Central Africa together with Grace 
Mazala from Zambia.

Security Council Room at the United Nations
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Interview with Laura Russell  (continued from p. 4)
Laura, what inspired 
you to study law?  
Were there people 
and/or experiences 
that particularly 
influenced your 
decision to become a 
lawyer?

As a child, my 
mother always said I 
liked arguing so 
much she was sure I 
would become a 

lawyer.  Actually, it was in high school that I realized I 
was fascinated by the legal system and its potential 
power to  help people, something I had always been 
inclined towards.  So, I attended college with the belief 
that I would be going to law school.  In college at 
Rutgers University, I started getting involved with a 
national movement called Take Back the Night, a 
movement to stand against sexual violence and protect 
victims.  We became involved because a female student 
had been raped and I viewed the college’s attitudes and 
inadequate response as a call to work towards change.  
Also, there were two  advocates for women’s rights who 
influenced me particularly in those early years: Linda 
Fairstein and Gloria Allred.  Fairstein was a prosecutor 
in the New York County District Attorney’s office who 
prosecuted several high profile sex crimes of the 1980’s 
and 1990’s.  Allred likewise used her legal skills to 
prosecute gender related cases such as suing the all-male 
Friar’s Club in Beverly Hills for discrimination. 

How has your work as a lawyer and your interest in 
advocacy work evolved over time?

When I began, I gravitated towards working with 
victims of domestic violence.  Through that work, I 
encountered victims of human trafficking and I saw the 
interconnection of the two.  You can not help but see the 
tremendous human cost of gender based violence and 
trafficking,  and, as such, are prompted to advocate for 
the victims/survivors.

This work also led me to specialize in matrimonials 
(divorce). It has allowed me to realize  divorce is the 
final step which breaks the ties that bind many victims 
of domestic violence to their batterers.  Winning a fair 
settlement can empower a woman both financially and 
emotionally, and allow her to begin a new life. 

Is there was one thing in the legal system that you could 
change, what would it be?

I wish I could change the biases within the system which 
exist because everyone in it - attorneys, judges, juries 
and litigants - all come to court carrying their own 
personal attitudes about what women should do or be or 
say and the roles of a mother/father/wife/husband. 
This inevitably has an effect on how they respond to a 
case.  If there were greater awareness of the ways in 
which each person’s personal experience influences their 
responses, there might be more gender equality in the 
handling of cases, which would inevitably lead to more 
fair results in divorces, custody and even criminal 
matters.

My other hope is to see a nationalized legal services, 
similar to a right to counsel in criminal matters.   So, 
every litigant who does not have the financial means to 
litigate a case, would be entitled to a free attorney for 
their case.  

As an attorney working in Family Law in the Bronx and 
Harlem, I am sure you have heard some incredibly 
painful stories.  How do you cope with that?  How does 
your faith impact your work?

There are a few things I practice to help me maintain 
some balance in my life, in spite of the challenging 
stories I hear.  First, I diversify my work load. In 
addition to my direct case work with clients and the 
surrounding administrative duties, I work for systemic 
change by drafting legislation, especially to improve 
issues such as maintenance or alimony in New York 
State.  Second, I stay in touch with my great network of 
friends with whom I can talk to and vent when I need to.  
And lastly, I am grounded in my faith.  I do believe that 
God has a plan for me, and my work is a big part of that 
plan.  I am grateful to God for the life I have and the 
opportunity to make a difference where I can. 

Are there specific action items that one can do to make a 
difference?  

I encourage everyone to question everything - especially 
in the media - and look for the subtle, inherent biases 
which flavor the reporting, and taint the story.  
Language carries huge import, so look for the 
underlying meaning within the words chosen.  For 
example, when a victim of domestic violence who is 
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murdered by her abusive partner , why is the headline 
“Love Triangle Gone Wrong”? 

Finally, in your personal circles of family and friends, 
don’t be afraid to challenge others in day to day 
conversations to use unbiased language.  When you hear 
them judging  with words such as, “She is really taking 
him to the cleaners!”  or “Why did she stay with him?”, 
you should say something.   Gender biases and our own 
personal judgment permeate our experiences and 
therefore the words we choose.

Can the Christian Church Build Trust in the World 
of Hurt and Sorrow Created by Gender-Based 
Violence?
by The Rev. Dr. Rosemari G. Sullivan
Special Coordinator for Haiti, Office of the Presiding 
Bishop

In this brief essay, my hope is to share with you the 
emerging vision for partnering with our sisters in Haiti 
to raise awareness of gender based violence and the 
related problems that are in many ways both cause and 
result and to work together to address and eliminate this 
systemic evil.

The context in 
Haiti is that 
Christian religious 
institutions play a 
significant role in 
Haitian society.  It 
is also a fair 
statement to 
observe that these 
religious 
institutions are 
male dominated 
and follow the 
pattern of Western 

European Christianity while significantly influenced by 
traditional African religions referred to by the summary 
term Voodoo. In addition, our context in Haiti is one of 
pervasive poverty and a government that is not truly 
functioning.

Prior to the January 10, 2010 earthquake, all of these 
conditions existed. After the earthquake, conditions 
deteriorated to a low point. The international 
community as we all know has taken a hard look at how 
we have failed to give the tools of self-sufficiency to the 
people of Haiti.  The Churches too have had to access 
our relationships and programs.  The National Council 

of Churches and The Episcopal Church asked me to 
work on a collaborative response by the member 
communions of the National Council to the needs of our 
brothers and sisters in Haiti.  This has been a journey of 
discernment in the company of many hardworking, 
dedicated and thoughtful people. In particular, my 
colleagues at the National Council of Churches, Ann 
Tiemeyer and Deborah DeWinter.  We have been blessed 
by the insights and thoughtful work of Elizabeth Ferris 
of the Brookings Institution. In my own denomination, I 
have been blessed by the partnership of Margareth 
Crosnier de Bellaistre, a Haitian born American, 
Assistant Treasurer of the Episcopal Church, and a 
person whose family has been deeply affected by the 
evil of sexual violence.

After several meetings with NCC member communions 
and organizations working in Haiti, including Church 
World Service, MADRE and time in Leogane with the 
MUDHA program in collaboration with our invaluable 
partner Christian Aid’s Frances Crowley, we have come 
to a realization that there is a significant gap between the 
Church communities and the real acknowledgement of 
Gender Based Violence with all its ramifications in Haiti.  
Those addressing this problem in Haiti are primarily 
non-church related grassroots organizations with some 
support from Christian Aid and other emergency relief 
organizations.  Here I refer the reader to a report 
submitted to the 12th Session of the Working Group on 
the UPR, Human Rights Council in October 2011 titled 
“Gender-Based Violence Against Haitian Women and 
Girls in Internal Displacement Camps.”  http://
www.madre.org/images/uploads/misc/
1302209987_UPR%20Submission%20on%20Review
%20of%20Haiti%20Final.pdf  

photo courtesy of Episcopal Church archives

http://www.madre.org/images/uploads/misc/1302209987_UPR%20Submission%20on%20Review%20of%20Haiti%20Final.pdf
http://www.madre.org/images/uploads/misc/1302209987_UPR%20Submission%20on%20Review%20of%20Haiti%20Final.pdf
http://www.madre.org/images/uploads/misc/1302209987_UPR%20Submission%20on%20Review%20of%20Haiti%20Final.pdf
http://www.madre.org/images/uploads/misc/1302209987_UPR%20Submission%20on%20Review%20of%20Haiti%20Final.pdf
http://www.madre.org/images/uploads/misc/1302209987_UPR%20Submission%20on%20Review%20of%20Haiti%20Final.pdf
http://www.madre.org/images/uploads/misc/1302209987_UPR%20Submission%20on%20Review%20of%20Haiti%20Final.pdf
http://www.madre.org/images/uploads/misc/1302209987_UPR%20Submission%20on%20Review%20of%20Haiti%20Final.pdf
http://www.madre.org/images/uploads/misc/1302209987_UPR%20Submission%20on%20Review%20of%20Haiti%20Final.pdf
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This is a sobering report and calls for us to respond.  It is 
clear to me that this pattern of sexual violence existed 
before the Displacement Camps and is systemically 
rooted.
How can we respond?  There is at the moment a 
patchwork of response all of it good.  However, 
addressing such a deep problem will require both work 
with our Christian Churches in Haiti and here to 
provide education on the dignity of every human being 
and our rights as women as well as immediate material 
support for the grassroots organizations. (I hasten to 
add sexual violence is not limited to Haiti and here I 
refer the reader to the article in the New York Times, 
Sunday, March 18, 2012 “Where Pimps Peddle their 
Goods”).

Challenges abound in this work.  Funding sources 
require sophisticated grant proposals that need expertise 
to prepare.  Obtaining documentation from existing 
organizations in Haiti can be difficult.  Here our 
partners in the relief agency community are invaluable.  
Developing materials for use in education programs, 
convincing Churches to sponsor this education in our 
schools and other institutions present issues that need 
careful and consistent attention.  

This work has become for me an exercise in making a 
quilt.  Each piece must be precisely cut, sewn together 
with the ¼ inch seam and then pieced together into a 
whole.  Each square is unique and by itself is small but 
when joined together piece by piece an entire quilt that 
is strong, secure and beautiful emerges.

   

        

       

Gertrude Ankrah and others at the World Cafe
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Additional Thoughts on UNCSW 
Denyse Bergie - U.S.
I attended the Sacred Women’s Circle one night and it 
truly was an amazing experience. In the Native 
American Culture we dance in circles, the sun and moon 
circulate the earth, and so does the world, a circle is 
never meant to be broken. Each person spoke of a dream 
they wish for, my dream was for that circle to get bigger 
and stronger, for strong partnerships between us to help 
economic development and help save the world. It felt 
like a powerful force was behind us.

Dana Dakin - U.S.
Attending this year’s UN Commission on the Status of 
Women held huge personal meaning.  It not only helped 
me see inside of myself, to my own hidden biases and 
misconceptions, it also made me realize the work done 
with WomensTrust these past nine years falls within a 
giant movement.  

The theme for this year’s UNCSW was “empowering 
rural women” -- spot on relative to the mission of 
WomensTrust.  During the AWE orientation, Kim Robey 
presented an invaluable conceptual overview of the 
players advancing this cause.  At the top is the UN 
moving glacially with an emphasis on policy.  
Underneath the UN, pushing from the bottom to make 
social change happen in the now, is a mass of NGOs, 

mostly women-run, who are achieving material impact 
in the now.  That’s the place I’ve been since founding 
WomensTrust in 2003, mostly in isolation.  AWE created 
an empowering connection for me.
 

Without question the point of greatest pride was to have 
our Program Development Director from Pokuase, 
Ghana – Gertrude Ankrah – in attendance as a speaker.  
AWE took the time and trouble to invite a cross-section 
of emerging women leaders who truly come from rural 
Africa.  Often you see only the elite at a forum like this 
because they control the privileges.  What a reward – 
Gertie, who is rising to the top in the village where she 
was born – galvanized the audience during her panel 
“Empowered Rural Women Shout Out.”  Thank you 
AWE for these full two weeks with Ms. Gerturde Ankrah 
– and for infusing me with energy and excitement on the 
next leg of my journey.

Elsie Dennis - U.S.
Christians are a people of stories. Jesus told stories to 
help us understand how we should live in love, 
repentance, forgiveness, and transformation. Native 
people are also a people of stories. The NGO forum 
provided a unique opportunity to hear stories from 
women representatives throughout the Anglican 
Communion and the world who come together to share 
our struggles, challenges, joys and triumphs. 

Dana Dakin on 
left!

Debra Morris Smith and Robin Denney Kathi Watts Grossman and Denyse Bergie

      Marge Christie (middle) and author Elizabeth     
! ! Geitz on right

Altar, UN Church Center Avery Loveridge, Yasinta Mtambo,                  
Lillian Clement & Sam Elie

Mary Fanelli


Mary Fanelli


Mary Fanelli
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Clare Barry - U.S. 
This inspiring story below could be replicated in creative 
ways to support the Millennium Development Goals in 
churches and dioceses throughout the world.  The Rev. 
Alyse Sibaen from the Philippines..spoke about her 3 
congregations and how overcoming the obstacles was 
paramount to moving forward economically. The women 
farmers organized the livelihood assistance program and a 
small cooperative plan about how to market agricultural 
products. It was run by the indigenous women leaders. 
Now the women are learning the art of organic farming. 
Who knows what will come next?  We can be sure that when 
we work together as the Body of Christ, unexpected 
miracles will happen.

Nancy Hannan - U.S. 
When women are in charge, everyone benefits. Over and 
over again I heard that,  “A leader is anyone who is willing 
to help” and changing the definition of ‘leadership’ to 
person-centered from a patriarchal one as: “a matter of how 
to be, not how to do it.” The UNCSW and AWE gave clear 
indication that the world battle for “women’s rights” is truly 
far from over in many ways: economic, political and 
personal along with the anathema of gender-base violence.  
A good strategy I heard was that “the women’s movement 
is that of both the human rights and the peace 
movements.”  (We can begin right here at home:  I was 
appalled to hear that “The USA is one of the only nations to 
not ratify CEDAW”! What is wrong with our government?) 
I’d been feeling that few in my local community in Houston 
shared my concerns and interests in the wholeness of the 
natural world and living sustainably.  Having the week’s 
experience opened my eyes to what is, in some cases, right 
in my own backyard.  I cannot single-handedly solve 
indigenous women’s problems either here or abroad but I 

can ensure that they are not ‘swept under the table’ in my 
local circle of acquaintances.  And I’ve already started doing 
so. So I’m quite grateful – feel like this gave me a new 
beginning.  Thank you, Kim, and all of AWE.   I look 
forward to next year.

Lillian Giniwa Clement - Southern Sudan
This conference was an eye opener for me because this is 
my first time to attend such a big international conference 
focusing on the issues of women around the world.  I was 
very much pleased to meet many women from other 
countries. Hearing  their life stories and experiences  has 
given me a lot of encouragement, and has challenged 
me as a leader of women in Lui to think  about how to 
improve the living condition of women in the local 
context.

Jeanne Martins - U.S.                                                          
Today I received an email from NGO/CSW with pictures 
from the parade that was held on March 8th, International 
Women’s Day. There were 250 women marching near the 
UN with their yellow sashes displaying all the issues that 
they are trying to impact. After a couple of dozen pictures, I 
just started crying. I am so proud of those women and so 
happy that I found all these women that are like me; who 
think the world needs to change and I need to do something 
to affect that change. During the week in NYC I was starting 
to spiral. I was getting so overwhelmed with how many 
problems there were in the world and how could I fix 
everything and I was starting to get paralyzed and my new 
friend Jennie says, “That’s why it’s so great that there are so 
many of us. We don’t have to fix everything. We just have to 
do something and all of us together can change the world.” 
I’m crying again.

  

More Excerpts from UNCSW Reflections

(on right and left sides) Dancers at UN Church Center   (center) Women’s Day March
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N E W S  A R O U N D  T H E  C I R C L E  

Many of our members are carrying the message of women’s 
empowerment and gender justice throughout the country and world. 
See what some are accomplishing... and be sure to let us know what 
you are doing in the future.  

Rosemary Williams and Kim Polhemus Deliver at 
Mission Conference, St. John’s Church, Stamford CT

On Saturday March 3, Kim and I spoke to two groups of 
women and men who chose the particular workshop 
"Empowering Rural Women, at the Diocesan Mission 
Conference for their own personal reasons. Some were 
considering engaging in a mission activity. Others had a 
mission commitment already.  Others were just interested 
in or curious about mission work.

We addressed the topic from the wealth of stories we had 
heard at the United Nations Commission on the Status of 
Women the previous week. Partnerships, collaborations, 
individually initiated micro-credit, agriculture, water, 
solar and cook stoves projects were all discussed as well 
as awards to the creativity of global rural women. There 
was much excitement and interest in the subject which 
made the experience special and fun for both of us. 

Jennie Ashlock Presentation at Gender Research 
Conference
UNCSW attendee and interviewer Jennie Ashlock took 
her experience at this year’s CSW back to North Carolina 
and sharing at the 11th Annual Gender Research 
Conference held at Western Carolina University on March 
15, 2012.  Jennie presented an overview of UNCSW as 
well as stories from the African delegates and young 
people with whom she spoke.  

Kim Robey To Be Keynote at Diocese of Connecticut 
ECW Annual Meeting
On May 3, Executive Director Kim Robey will deliver the 
keynote address at the Annual Meeting of the Episcopal 
Church Women of the Diocese of Connecticut.  The 
meeting takes place in Southington, CT and her topic will 
be "Episcopal Women's Participation in the Global 
Women's Movement". Luncheon tickets and reserved 
seating available by contacting awetoday@gmail.com

What’s New with the Global Women’s Fund? 
by Lauren Salimen                                                                     
Five women around the world are able to pursue their 
educational goals thanks to the efforts of The Global 

Women’s Fund (GWF) of the Diocese of New York.  
Current recipients hail from Honduras, Haiti, India, 
Kenya and Tanzania and are studying pharmacy, 
microbiology, business information technology, and 
theology.

The mission of the Global Women’s Fund is to empower 
women through education to become role models and a 
voice for other women in their local communities.  Seeing 
a woman in a position of responsibility, with the 
education to enable expression of opinion offers an 
example of possibility for young girls and women.  Grant 
funds come through private donation, and 100% is used 
for the education of women.  Candidates are 
recommended through a network of people “on the 
ground” around the world, and vetted through the 
Fund’s board of twelve individuals.  Members of the 
GWF Board are always available for presentation of our 
work.

This year was the second time the Global Women’s Fund 
brought women to New York to participate in the 
UNCSW.  The Rev. Alyse Sibaen from the Philippines and 
Canon Jolly Babirukamu from Uganda were both official 
provincial delegates to the 56th Session, and were ideal 
representatives to speak to the priority theme.  The 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine was the setting for a 
Eucharist celebrated by The Rev. Canon Victoria Sirota, a 
tour of the magnificent Cathedral, and a luncheon. 

In addition, Rev. Alyse joined the panel of the Rural 
Women “Shout Out” sponsored by AWE and the 
International Council of Jewish Women.  We are thankful 
for this collaboration, as it is truly only through women’s 
organizations working together that we will achieve a 
freer, safer, and more equitable world.

  
Panelists of “Rural Women Shout Out”:
Gertrude Ankrah, Sarah Eagle Heart, Alyse Sibaen

mailto:awetoday@gmail.com
Mary Fanelli
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  It is never to late to donate! 
AWE

760 George Street

Teaneck, NJ  07666

or http://anglicanwomensempowerment.org/donate-to-awe/

Look for AWE & like us -  on on Facebook !!

Transitions:  

Diane E. Eynon, Ed.D:         
Effective March 23, 2012  Dr. Eynon is now Senior 
Fellow and  Director of International Higher 
Education Initiatives at the Graduate School of 
Education at the University of Pennsylvania.    

As Senior Fellow, she will be teaching graduate courses 
and conducting independent research with a focus on 
gender.  As Director of International Higher Education 
Initiatives, Diane’s first project is working on a 
program in Kazakhstan at the recently established 
Nazarbayev University (NU).  NU has reached out to 
Penn GSE and Cambridge University to advise and 

assist in the “building” of a graduate school of 
education and to set the education research agenda.
   

!ank y"  to: 

Lynnaia Main who is Officer for Global Relations at the 
Episcopal Church.  Lynnaia was an invaluable resource 
and connection for AWE leading up to and during the 
UN Commission on the Status of Women.  We offer her 
our deepest appreciation for all she did to facilitate the 
successful program at UNCSW.  

Member of the NY NGO/CSW Committee, Ecumenical Women at the UN, and Working Group on Girls
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